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St Barnabas School was founded in 
1847 to serve the local community and 

has a long tradition of welcoming children 
from Christian families and from other 
faiths. 

Their website describes the school’s vision 
as following SHELL, the symbol of  
St Barnabas – “Support us to help, 
encourage, learn and be loyal”.

The school is a primary and nursery school 
and the majority of the children live in flats 
with no outside space, and during the full 
lockdown many did not even go outside. 
The staff at the school visited every child 
every week with study packs, and also rang 
each child every week. The school stayed 
open through the whole of the lockdown for 
the children of key workers and any child 
on an Education, Health and Care Plan 
(EHCP). The school now has laptops and 
iPads, etc, for online lessons, even if the 
lockdown happens again, and some 28% 
of the children receive free school meals.

Their playground is in need of serious 
refurbishment and that has given the 
Early Years staff the golden opportunity 
to design an interactive play area that can 
be used as an outdoor classroom. The 
design includes classroom space with 
whiteboards, water and sand pits, as well 
as a mud kitchen. Both the nursery and 
Early Years classrooms open straight onto 
to the playground. 

Outside play is very important, as is learning 
outside. All children need exposure to light 
and sunshine which is critical to their health. 
The impact of the new playground, if it can 
be funded, will be huge.

The staff and governors have taken the 
initiative to look for crowdfunding to 
cover the cost of approximately £20,000. 
Grosvenor have pledged £5,000 and 
individuals have donated to the fund as well 
which has now reached just short of £8,600 
(at the time of writing).

I hope that our community of Belgravia will 
respond to this worthy Appeal. Do look at 
the crowdfunding website (www.spacehive.
com/st-barnabas-school-outdoor-play) 
where you can donate and see details of 
the proposals. Donations may also be made 
using the QR code:

We are living in very difficult times and 
this is an opportunity to stand together as 
a community to support the health and 
educational needs of, and bring joy and 
happiness to, a lot of youngsters at the 
same time. n

Chairman’s Message

To celebrate the 
past, improve 

the present, and 
engage the future

George Waite 
Chairman of  
The Belgravia Society  
and ESRA

http://www.spacehive.com/st-barnabas-school-outdoor-play
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Registered Chairty No. 1168619

Building a strong community
To celebrate the past, 
improve the present,  

and engage the future
The more members we have, the 
louder our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!

Benefits include:
• Monthly magazine
• Opportunity to join us at any  

of our monthly meetings
• Have your say on local matters
• Advice where possible  

on planning issues
• Invitation to our AGM  

and opportunity to vote

www.thebelgraviasociety.com/ 
online-membership-form

Please fill in the online form by  
clicking on the link above link. 

Alternatively, print the application  
form on page 23 and post your 

completed form to   
63 Belgravia Court 

33 Ebury Street
London SW1W 0NY

St Barnabas Church

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://
https://www.thebelgraviasociety.com/join-us
https://www.thebelgraviasociety.com/join-us
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High Tier 
Restrictions
by Nickie Aiken MP
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Unfortunately, since I wrote in last 
month’s issue, the number of 

COVID-19 cases across London has 
risen sharply. In response to this, the 
government, working in partnership with 
the Mayor of London and Council Leaders, 
has raised our Local COVID Alert Level 
from Medium to High. This is disappointing 
for so many businesses who have worked 
hard over the summer to make their 
premises COVID safe and who were 
beginning to rebuild following lockdown.

It goes without saying that I hope London’s 
Alert Level has not risen to Very High and 
instead returned to Medium as you read 
this. Government has a responsibility 
to protect our NHS and save lives. The 
restrictions we all face are designed to 
achieve this. Nevertheless, the toll they 
have had on our economy has been 
devastating. 

Since the Spring, I have lobbied ministers 
for further support for businesses beyond 
what the government has already provided. 
Many businesses, through no fault of their 
own, have had to close, either because 
it is not financially viable to remain open, 
or restrictions have prevented them from 
doing so. The jobs these businesses 
provide will be vital to our economic 
recovery. I therefore welcome the 
Chancellor’s recent statement to provide 
further support for those businesses in  
Tier Two.

Our hospitality industry has been hit 
particularly hard by restrictions. Given the 
number of jobs that it supports in bars, 
cafés and restaurants across the two cities, 
supporting it has been a priority of mine. 
That is why I continue to question the 
introduction of the 10pm curfew.

As a former Chairman of Licensing in 
Westminster, I am concerned that insisting 
on all premises closing at the same time 
has a detrimental affect on public safety 
and preventing anti-social behaviour. It 
is important to avoid bottlenecks at tube 
stations or street drinking to prevent the 
spread of the infection. I would prefer to 
allow restaurants and bars to continue 
serving food and soft drinks for an hour or 
two, depending what their operating times 
are under their license, after halting the sale 
of alcohol at 10pm. This would stagger 
leaving times, so aiding social distancing.

I met with the Prime Minister to discuss 
this. He listened to my concerns and 
understood the difficulties of a blanket 
curfew. I was encouraged that he agreed, 
when the time is right, to consider 
staggering closing times. 

At this difficult time, we need to be doing 
all we can to help the businesses that are 
struggling the most. I will continue to do all 
I can to support them. n

Email: nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk 
Tel: 020 7219 4553
Follow on social media @twocitiesnickie

Editor’s comment: Given that Westminster 
must have one of the largest, if not the 
largest hospitality sector in London, it is 
remarkable that the level of infection here 
places us just above the lowest quartile. 
This does suggest that our hospitality 
sector and our residents and visitors 
are keeping to the restrictions. Social 
distancing is vital as is being observed 
together with other precautions. I am sure 
that we all support Nickie’s concerns.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Sir Hans 
Sloane – 

hero or 
villain?
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In these strange times where statues are 
pulled down and the prevailing story of the 

day is that all white people are privileged 
and everybody else is oppressed, we need 
to ask ourselves some important questions. 
I am sure you all recall the Shakespeare 
quote which says, “the evil that men do lives 
after them; the good is oft interred with their 
bones.” These days it seems that the evil 
is interred with their bones and dug up to 
demonise and destroy our confidence in our 
own heroes and history.

As a youth, Sir Hans Sloane collected 
natural history specimens and curiosities. 
This led into the study of medicine in 
London and he qualified as a doctor. He 
travelled widely and collected plants, books 
and manuscripts among other things.  

He married Elizabeth Rose, the widow of 
a Jamaican planter. As such, according to 
the law of the time, his wife’s estate was 
surrendered to him with slave plantations in 
Jamaica, and so he became a slave owner. 
On marriage, a woman’s property was 
automatically surrendered to her husband. 
That did not change until 1882 on the 
passing of the Married Women’s Property 
Act. That was exactly 50 years after the 
abolition of slavery in the Caribbean, South 
Africa and a small number in Canada.  
It was not abolished in England. That was 
because slave ownership in England was 
never lawful.

As a doctor, Sloane built up a practice 
among the rich, but he supported the 
Royal College of Physicians’ dispensary of 
medications and offered a free surgery every 
morning to the poor. He helped at Christ’s 
Hospital from 1694 to 1730, donating his 
salary back to the institution. Sloane was a 
founding governor of the Foundling Hospital 
which was the first institution to care for 
foundling children. Sloane ensured that 
inoculation against smallpox was required 
for all children in its care. He had persuaded 

his patients to 
accept the idea of 
the inoculation by 
inoculating his own 
family and promoting 
it to the Royal family 
who also accepted 
it. Sir Hans Sloane 
amassed one of the 
greatest collections 
of plants, animals, 
antiquities, coins and 
many other objects of 
his time. 

There is no doubt he knew all about the 
slave trade and its evil practices. It is also 
said that some of the slaves helped him in 
the delicate work of securing his specimens.

So how should we see Sir Hans Sloane? 
He was born on 16th April 1660 in County 
Down and died 11th January 1753, aged 
92, in Chelsea, London. He was a physician, 
philanthropist, entrepreneur, a President of 
the Royal Society, a Fellow of the College 
of Physicians, co-founder of the British 
Museum, the Natural History Museum, and 
the British Library, supplying many on the 
exhibits from his vast collections. He bought 
the land for, and created, Chelsea Physic 
Garden. 

Villain or hero? He was a man of his times 
with the mores of the day. Remember 
him though as a doctor who cared for the 
poor and foundling children, who used his 
scientific knowledge for their benefit and 
the Chelsea Physic Garden for plants for 
medical use as well as a garden. A man 
who contributed to the founding of three of 
our most respected institutions. We cannot 
forget the evil trade in human beings, but 
we should now turn our ire and industry  
to end modern slavery and free those 
victims of it.

Sir Hans Sloane – a hero. n

Bust of Sloane by 
Michael Rysbrack 
(1730s) in the British 
Museum

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Testing Centres  
 for COVID-19 Virus
Westminster, 
along with the 
rest of London, 
has now moved 
to the High 
Local COVID 
Alert Level. 
Please check 
the Council’s 
website for 
up-to-date 
information.

Wanted!
Writers

Historians
Story tellers

Do you enjoy writing? 
We would be delighted to receive 
articles and short stories about 

Belgravia/our neighbours/
London and beyond – all 

voluntary, of course.

Discuss your ideas with us: 
info@belgraviasociety.com

WCC has successfully lobbied the 
Department of Health and Social Care 

for more testing centres in Westminster. 
In addition to the mobile testing centre in 
Hyde Park on North Carriage Drive, we 
now have three local testing sites. See 
the map for the closest testing centre to 
Belgravia which is Grosvenor Hall, Vincent 
Street SW1P 4HB.

You can ask for a test:
• for yourself: if you have coronavirus 

symptoms (a high temperature, a new, 
continuous cough, or a loss or change 
to your sense of smell or taste)

• for someone you live with: if they have 
coronavirus symptoms

Appointments at all these sites must be 
booked in advance at NHS online or by 
calling 119. n

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.com?subject=My%20Belgravia-related%20story
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Many of us are aware of the closure 
of the Barclays Bank branch on the 

corner of West Halkin Street and Lowdnes 
Street. The bank was a post-war building 
on the site following severe bomb damage 
in the Blitz: two high explosive bombs fell in 
1940, killing two people and devastating the 
corner site.

What most people do not know is that one 
of the destroyed buildings was home to the 
‘Sunshine Remedies Ltd’ company. The 
above illustration is an archival drawing from 
the 1930s showing the building fronting 
West Halkin Street, which had treatment 
rooms for customers on the lower floors.

The late 1920s and 1930s was a peak 
period for belief in the health benefits of 
‘Sun Ray Therapy’, with doctors using 
artificial UV light in an attempt to cure a 
range of illnesses and to improve health. 
The technique of ‘actinotherapy’ had been 
introduced by Prof Neils Finsen in 1896 and 
in 1903 he was awarded the Nobel Prize 
for medicine and physiology. The practice 
quickly spread and it probably received its 
greatest boost in December 1928 when 
it was used on King George V, who was 
ill with pneumonia. Apparently, by 1928, 
some 2,500 people a week were receiving 
treatment at just one prominent clinic in 
Pimlico. Sun Ray Therapy carried on post-
War, until the harm caused by unregulated 
exposure to UV became more apparent, 
and we are now all far more aware of the 
dangers.

Of course, sunlight is the source of vitamin 
D which is essential to all of us. It is 

associated with various diseases of the 
bones and research is now revealing its 
importance in protecting against a host of 
health problems. Perhaps this is the reason 
why the Sun Ray Therapy appeared to 
work.

It has also been hypothesised that vitamin 
D may have a role in the body’s immune 
response to respiratory viruses. This may 
have an application in respect of COVID-19. 
Recent studies looked at the association 
between vitamin D status and development 
of COVID-19. The studies were all assessed 
as being subject to high risk of bias (very 
low quality evidence as there had been 
very few participants). However, vitamin D 
remains essential to our health and well-
being and is interesting to note that Sun Ray 
Therapy was carried out here in Belgravia. 
Now we recognise our need for vitamin D, 
we must make sure we have sufficient of it 
and, if not from the Sun, then supplements 
can be obtained very easily at health shops.

Stay well. n

Editor’s Note:  We thank Christian Leigh for 
providing us with the information about the 
Sun Ray Therapy Company. We added the 
information about vitamin D.

Sun Ray 
Therapy and 
vitamin D

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Newson’s Yard – the future
off the Pimlico Road to connect into the 
covered yard space. The idea is to host 
events there and bring the local community 
together as the space will be publicly 
accessed. Perhaps tables and chairs will 
be laid out and can be serviced from one of 
the retail units.

The lantern roof is in poor condition, as 
is the timber, and needs replacement. 
Side window panels will also be replaced. 
Much of the glass is Georgian and will 
be replaced with more modern, thicker 
glass, more able to withstand new climate 
challenges. The Georgian glass will be 
available to anyone who wants it, but it 
cannot be reused locally. Some of the 
materials being used will come from the 
redevelopment of the Audi building in 

The Contractors are in Newson Yard. 
Travis Perkins have gone, but not the 

unbroken history of the timber yard to 
2020. Now we can see the future in the re-
purposed use of the building. 

The new development will be a sensitive fit 
into the Pimlico Road with original façades 
and historic features of the timber yard 
retained. We show two photographs: on 
the left, part of Travis Perkins’ construction 
and on the right a computer image of what 
it will look like. It is immediately obvious 
that we are looking at the same building 
and the same features are notable.

There will be two new entrances to 
the arcade created in the centre of the 
building. There will be access frontages 

Before After

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Ecclestone yards. Indeed, there is a great 
deal of recycling, including reusing the loos 
from the Audi Garage on another project. 

The ground floor will be for retail use. 
There are seven units proposed and there 
is considerable flexibility; some units 
may be combined. The units will be on 
two levels so that the mezzanine floor is 
accessed from the ground floor in each 
unit. There are upper floors which will be 
residential units, and accessed separately. 
The outside aspect of the development, 
while it will change a little, will fit in well 
with the existing streetscape. The height of 
the building is increased to assist with the 
provision of more residential units, however, 
it reflects the height of the building next 
door, but does not actually reach it.

The work started in August and is 
expected to be completed by the summer 
of 2022.The project team is provided 
by Knight Harwood who have many 
years of experience delivering complex 
construction projects in London. Their 
contact details are: 
Email: newsonsyardfeedback@
knightharwood.com 
Working hours tel: 020 7499 0808
Out of hours tel: 07711 493307

We cannot conceal our wish to have seen 
Travis Perkins remain, but life moves on. 

The scheme will preserve the structure 
of the building and will give it a new 
and different perspective for the local 
community. We wish it well. n

Floorplan : Ground floor (retail) 

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Moving Vans
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In years gone by, very large moving vans 
were called pantechnicons. The word 

pantechnicon is an invented one from the 
Greek, meaning pan (“all”) and techne 
(“art”). It was, of course, the name of the 
large establishment in Motcomb Street we 
still know by that name which was opened 
in the 1830s (see our back issues, July  
and September, for more information.  
Both can be viewed on our website –  
www.thebelgraviasociety.com). 

The business provided storage facilities 
and had a sizeable warehouse for furniture 
and other items. Subsequently, special 
wagons were designed with sloping ramps 
to load furniture more easily. They were 
very large and distinctive. They were horse-
drawn and used to collect and deliver 
customers’ furniture with the name of the 
Pantechnicon painted on the side. They 
were known as Pantechnicon vans, and 
from about 1900, they became known 
simply as pantechnicons. 

They were impressively large by 
comparison with other vans at the time 
coming in lengths of 12 to 18 ft, and up to 
7 ft broad.

They were carefully engineered to provide 
easy lifting with a lower floor. Very often, 
the horses were in tandem so that the vans 
could move down relatively narrow lanes. 
There were other design features specific 
to their use. Other removal firms quickly 
saw the value of these vans and began 
operating them, and all became generally 
known as pantechnicons.

Motorised versions of course followed and 
now the pantechnicon itself is remembered 
in the name given to the large removal vans 
in common use. Although the name has 
fallen somewhat into disuse these days, 
if you hear it again, or indeed use it, it is a 
remembrance of Belgravia’s Pantechnicon 
building and the vans engineered there for 
the special use a of moving furniture. n

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
https://www.thebelgraviasociety.com/our-magazine
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Invitation to the next Belgravia 
Society committee meeting

We would be delighted for you to join 
our video meeting. Please let us know 

by email if you wish to be linked to  
the meeting: 

info@thebelgraviasociety.com

We can only accept a limited number, 
so first come, first served. 

Our next video meeting is 
10th November 2020

Complaints to 
Westminster City Council

If you have a complaint for 
Westminster City Council,  

you can “Report it” at 

www.westminster.gov.uk
Failing that, you should telephone  
020 7641 6000 and ask to speak  
to the appropriate department. 

Also, do contact your Councillor;  
they are always there to help  

(see page 22 for contact details). 

If you are not sure which Ward you are 
in, go to the WCC website and click 
on “Westminster’s Councillors”. Then 
either type in the relevant information 
or click on “Find the Ward you live in”. 
Then put in your address for the result.

We understand from the Neighbourhood 
Forum that they are making good 

progress with the preparation of the 
neighbourhood plan. They are commissioning 
a report on the design guidelines which will 
be an important part of the plan. They are 
engaging with local planners and developers 
of the community and they held their AGM on 
24th September.

The Forum alerted us to the next consultation 
event which will take place on Monday 14th 
December 2020 via Zoom. Do put the date 
in your diary. The meeting is at 6.30pm and 
is open to all who live or work in the area of 
the Belgravia Neighbourhood Forum. It will 
be the last opportunity to join a constructive 
discussion of the key objectives. We are 
told that login details will be sent nearer 
the time and also posted on the Belgravia 
Neighbourhood Forum website. n

 Planning 
Advice

If you get a notice of a 
planning application near 
you and you want advice, 

telephone our  
dedicated helpline: 

07578 969509

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
http://
http://www.westminster.gov.uk
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News from the Wards
Warwick Ward 
Cllrs Christabel Flight, Jacqui Wilkinson 
and Nickie Aiken MP

Silver Sunday
Cllr Christabel 
Flight started 
Silver Sunday 
eight years ago in 
Westminster to 
provide a special 
day (now spread 
over several 
months) to provide 
fun and free 
events for older 

people to make friends and overcome 
loneliness and isolation. 

Christabel remains the driving force 
behind the initiative which is now run 
through the Sir Simon Milton Foundation. 
There are now Silver Sunday events 
being held across the UK, supported by 
hundreds of organisations and attended 
by tens of thousands of older people. 
Christabel and her team of volunteers 
delivered afternoon tea in goodie boxes 
for 1,000 local older residents, many 
of which included a handwritten letter 
from local primary school children. HRH 
The Duchess of Cornwall expressed her 
support for Silver Sunday and recorded 
a video message urging everyone to take 
part and do something kind for an older 
relative, neighbour or friend. Christabel 
said, “We are hugely grateful to HRH The 
Duchess of Cornwall for supporting Silver 
Sunday. This year in particular we have 

seen even more older people struggling 
with loneliness and unable to hug loved 
ones.”

Traffic lights
Pimlico councillors have been pressing 
Transport for London and Westminster City 
Council to install a pedestrian phase for 
the lights at the Junction of St George’s 
Drive and Warwick Way. Pimlico councillors 
have been pressing Transport for London 
and Westminster City Council to install 
a pedestrian phase for the lights at the 
Junction of St George’s Drive and Warwick 
Way. Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson said, “We are 
very keen to get the changes made to 
these lights so that pedestrians are able to 
cross safely and with confidence.”

The Dog Park in St George’s Square 

The dog park in St George’s Square is the 
only dedicated exercise area for our canine 
friends in South Westminster. Following 
requests from local people for dog watering 

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com


18  |  The Belgravia Society Magazine www.thebelgraviasociety.com

News from the Wards
continued ...

facilities, Pimlico councillors arranged to have 
a fountain installed providing refreshment for 
both two legged and four legged users of the 
park as well as for filling water bottles. 

Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson, Westminster’s Animal 
Welfare Champion said, “We were pleased  
to be able to provide this facility, which  
can benefit all users of the open spaces  
in St George’s Square.”

Knightsbridge & Belgravia Ward
Cllrs Rachel Robatham, Elizabeth 
Hitchcock and Tony Devenish

Westminster connects
Your councillors want you to know that 
they are still here to help provide support 
as your circumstances change following 
the restrictions on our daily lives. They say, 
“please don’t hesitate to contact us during 
this period. We will do all we can to help you 
and your neighbours.”

For many people who are vulnerable, 
assistance will still be required for WCC’s 
service. If you know anyone who is 
vulnerable and needs support, direct them 
to call Westminster Connects on 020 7641 
1222 from 9am to 6pm, Monday to Friday. 
Westminster still needs volunteers and you 
can sign up online.

Supporting hospitality in Westminster

The huge difficulties facing the 
hospitality industry is increased 
by the high COVID-19 alert level in 
Westminster. 

Your councillors tell us that WCC 
recognises that they still need to 
support these local businesses. A safe 
experience must be the prevailing guide. 

The ability to still dine outside, despite 
the restrictions, where there can be 
greater social distancing and reducing 
the risk of transmission is something 
they wish to encourage. 

There is a recognition that outside 
heaters and umbrellas will be needed. 
WCC has announced it will have a 
presumption in favour of allowing these 
for outdoor tables and chairs. Heaters 
will be electric and low carbon in line 
with WCC’s objectives and they will also 
be encouraging businesses to make an 
offset contribution. n

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Tree 
pruning
Your councillors tell us a lot of local 

people have raised the issue of tree 
pruning. The warm weather over the 
summer has meant a longer growing 
season and, as a result, WCC are bringing 
forward their pruning program by a month. 

WCC carries out a comprehensive survey 
each year to make sure the trees are safe 
and well maintained. If you are aware of a 
problem with trees locally, then do contact 
one of your local councillors. n

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Belgravia 
Awards
G rosvenor is again sponsoring the 

Belgravia Awards for the 8th year, 
created and curated by their Belgravia 
magazine, and will be presented in  
January 2021.

As a local association, we are asked to 
send a nomination for someone we believe 
deserves recognition for their contribution 
to the community in one of the seven award 
categories listed below. We are asked to 
share this request with our members. As a 
Society, we think we should leave it entirely 
to you, our members, to decide who to 
nominate. 

There is an online form for you to complete 
by visiting www.pubbiz.com/belgravia-
awards-2021 or, alternatively, email your 
suggestion and a few sentences as to why 
they should win the Award, to Jonathan 
Whiley, Editor of Belgravia magazine, at 
jonathan@pubbiz.com by 27th November 
2020. A panel of judges will then decide 
who they believe should receive an award.

Local Hero
Recognises a person who goes the extra 
mile to help others and creates a stronger 
community.

At Your Service
Recognises a person or business that puts 
service at the forefront of their dealings with 
the community.

Charitable Champion
Recognises a person or business that has 
done outstanding work for a good cause or 
charity.

New Friend
A business that has relatively recently 
joined the Belgravia community and has 
impressed by immersing itself in the 
community.

Old Friend
A business that has been a part of the local 
scene for years and is well appreciated by 
the local community.

Lifetime Achievement
Recognises a person who has garnered 
great respect for achievements in their 
chosen field.

COVID Hero
Recognises a person who goes the extra 
mile to help others and creates a stronger 
community.

To take this opportunity to nominate 
someone for as many of the categories as 
you think appropriate. We very much doubt 
that there will be an actual physical award 
ceremony, but I expect we will be able to 
watch it on one of the electronic methods 
available now. n
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Planning and Local Updates

Chelsea Barracks site 

A community liaison group met on 23rd 
September. There has been a 
comprehensive overview of what measures 
and procedures were necessary as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the 
difficulties, completion of phases 1, 2 and 
3A, will be completed by the end of 
October 2020. Works were advancing on 
building 8. Building 6 and 7 were 
progressing with lift and stonework. The 
Chapel is due to open in the summer of 
2021 and a chapel trust has been formed 
and a website set up. We did not find any 
trace of it when we looked for it. There is no 
further information at the moment. There 
are negotiations with an operator in 
connection with the restaurant which it is 
hoped to open in early summer 2021.

The Peninsula Hotel
No road closures are planned for the rest of 
this year and two cranes are due to be 
removed early 2021. Gas and electric works 
are proceeding. Much of the construction 
has advanced, but owing to the COVID-19 
the August projections had fallen short. 

There was liaison between this project and 
Forbes House to make sure all deliveries 
were combined and minimised disruption. 
The building façade is due to be completed 
in 2021 and fit out will be completed close 
to the end of the project in early 2022. It is 
hoped to commission the Opening in the 
first or second quarter of 2022. They had 
originally been looking to open in March 
2021 and the loss of one year is partly 
because of COVID-19 but also due to other 
factors.

55-91 Knightsbridge
The work is now proceeding to its 
conclusion. It started on 5th June 2018 
and it is hoped to see completion in the 
first quarter of 2021. The contractors, 
Sir Robert McAlpine, have won a bronze 
award in the most recent Considerate 
Constructors Scheme. Final works to 
be completed relate to the roof and lead 
work, windows installation, brickwork and 
stone installation, more fitting out internally 
and building services and testing. The 
contractors continue to hold community 
liaison meetings and the next one is due on 
24th November at 6.30pm.  n
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Knightsbridge & Belgravia Ward 
Cllr Rachel Robathan (Con) leader@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Tony Devenish (Con) tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock (Con) ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for all  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only for the time being. Please telephone 020 7641 3411.

Warwick Ward
Cllr Christabel Flight (Con) cflight@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Nickie Aiken (Con) nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk
Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson (Con) jwilkinson@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for Cllr Aiken  020 7641 3255 
Tel no for Cllrs Flight and Wilkinson  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only until further notice. For the time being, please use telephone 
number 020 7641 5377.

Churchill Ward
Cllr Murad Gassanly (Con)  mgassanly@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no 020 7641 5377

If you require help and/or support with a problem, email Councillor Gassanly or call at the 
above telephone number. Councillor Gassanly’s monthly drop-in advice surgeries (City of 
Westminster Housing South Area Advice Centre, 137 Lupus Street, London SW1V 3HE) 
are currently on hold. Call or email for information. 

Cllr Andrea Mann (Lab) amann@westminster.gov.uk
Cllr Shamim Talukder (Lab) stalukder@westminster.gov.uk
Tel no 020 7641 4299

Surgeries, usually held on the second Thursday of the month, 7-8pm, are currently on 
hold. Please call or email for updates.

Postal address for all Councillors:  Westminster City Hall 
  64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP 

Councillors’ Surgeries and Contact Details

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

Membership Application
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ............................................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Second name (if any)  .....................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Address...............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ...........................................................................................  Work  .......................................................................

Mobile ............................................................................................................  Date  ........................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  ......................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO:  
info@thebelgraviasociety.com  

OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:
    
£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future
 
 

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount 
of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other 
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2020 and will 
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2020.

SIGNATURE(s) ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PRINT NAME  ........................................................................................................................  Date  .........................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations 
on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE SHOP WHERE YOU PICKED IT UP OR EMAIL TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO:  63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY
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