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RE-OPENING OF BELGRAVIA
In last month’s Magazine we published 
Paul O’Grady’s (Grosvenor’s Director of 
Belgravia) article on Grosvenor’s latest 
package of support to their retail and food 
and beverage tenants in Belgravia, and it is 
really good news to hear Grosvenor’s latest 
report (from Week 1 opening on 12th April):
 
Mayfair and Belgravia now have 800 
outdoor dining places, including space for 
up to 150 looking to enjoy a takeaway in 
Grosvenor Square and new seating for up to 
150 in Motcomb Street/Halkin Arcade.
 
General mood is that Week 1 has been 
positive, with Tuesday a particular highlight, 
various fashion retailers on Motcomb Street 
highlighted Tuesday as a good day for 
footfall. 
 
Pimlico Road have found it busier than 
expected, with retailers very hopeful for 
continued improvement. Monday was busy 
for them as interior designers came out in 
groups and had planned to hit the shops 
that day. 
 
From walking around the neighbourhood, all 
the restaurants were packed even given the 
grey weather. 

ANECDOTES FROM RETAILERS
A number of fashion retailers have been 
back-to-back with appointments (Roland 

Mouret, Jessica McCormack, Rixo Bridal).
Fermoie on Pimlico Road said that their sales 
were pacing ahead of forecast for last week.

Motcomb Street also fairly positive, Louise 
Kennedy and Harry’s both reported good 
sales on the Tuesday. A number of tenants 
have been very complementary about 
Grosvenor’s support, for example, Me and 
Em on Elizabeth Street said, “You’re the 
best landlord ever!”, and London Guitar 
Studio, “I think Grosvenor have been 
amazing throughout this pandemic. If only all 
landlords were so good and professional”.

Outdoor dining has been very popular, with 
places fully booked for weeks; Pantechnicon 
was fully booked for the first two weeks.
Petrus had 10,000 covers booked for the 
first week back and this level of reservations 
continues until indoor dining is due to open 
on 17th May.
 
We all hope that the good news continues 
and commend Grosvenor for all of their 
efforts.
 
We understand that the site where the 
Dominique Ansell shop was is soon to 
reopen as Chestnut Bakery which specialises 
in bread. We wish it every success. It is good 
to know that so many people have faith in 
the future of retail in Belgravia.
 
I feel I must, in addition to the Memorial 
which follows, mention the very sad death 
of the Duke of Edinburgh. No words can 
fully express the thanks and gratitude owed 
to him for his contribution to young people 
through his award scheme, his selfless public 
service and support of so many charities and 
of course the military. His kindness, humour 
and generosity will not be forgotten. Our 
sympathies go out to the Queen and all the 
Royal family for their loss. p

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

George Waite 
Chairman of  
The Belgravia Society  
and ESRA

WWW.THEBELGRAVIASOCIETY.COM MARCH 2021  |  3 

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com


4  |  THE BELGRAVIA SOCIETY MAGAZINE 

W e are all saddened and deeply 
moved by the death of HRH 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 

We cannot find the words to express our 
feelings of loss. In the days following his 
death, tens of thousands of words have 
been printed about his life, his character, 
his service and devotion to the Queen  
and to this great land. 

HRH PRINCE PHILIP, 
DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Our deepest sympathies go to the Queen 
for the loss of her husband of 73 years, 
longer than the lifetime of many of us. We 
give to the Queen our support, loyalty and 
allegiance, and thank her for her life of 
devotion to us.

We thank His Royal Highness for his life of 
service and may he rest in peace.
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Above: This photograph was taken by 
Clare Tollemarche. It shows a spontaneous 
testament to the London taxi drivers’ 
affection and sadness at the death of the 
Duke of Edinburgh and took place soon after 
his death was announced.

Our front cover photo shows Pipe Major 
Colour Sergeant Peter Grant playing the 
Lament, “Flowers of the Forest”, as the 
Duke’s coffin was lowered into the Royal 
Vault during his funeral on Saturday 17th 
April.

Top right: At The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
request, his two Fell ponies pulled  
his four-wheeled carriage around the 
Quadrangle at Windsor Castle ahead  
of the funeral service, with his riding  
cap and gloves visible on the seat. 

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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GROUND LEVEL 
– CHINA 
BY OLIVIA COX-HOARE
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When my husband died in 2001, 
I was writing about China and 
decided there was no point 

languishng in Eaton Place when I could 
actually be residing in Beijing. 

I had been a house guest of friends on 
the 40th floor of one of the first privately 
owned residential compounds in Beijing. 
At sunrise, I would see a mass of migrant 
construction workers, like ants, below 
me, filing into work with a lunchbox, and 
watch similar lines filing out 12 hours later. I 
wanted to relate to their China, so I went in 
search of a courtyard house in the Hutongs 
or alleys where ordinary workers lived. 

I was fortunate to find one in a common 
hutong in the Imperial City that surrounds 
the Forbidden City. I registered with the 
local security bureau and my neighbours 
kept watch on me and on one another. 

I awakened before dawn to the sound of 
the street sweepers, swishing their long 
brooms from side to side of the alley 
and the tentative birdsong of bluejays 
and noisy Shou dai, the elegant Asian 
Paradise Flycatchers, that followed shortly 
afterwards. My eyes gradually opened to 
the curved grey tiled roofs above brightly 
painted scenes from pastoral folklore, and 
below this, a delightful reminder of Chinese 
levity, a fan-shaped window outlined in red.  

Surrounded by the Imperial parks, I would 
pass Majong players in makeshift huts, and 
be dancing with a group in Jingshan one 
morning or practising Qigong in Beihai the 
next.

I frequently had knocks on my gate 
checking whether my papers were in order. 
A security official would visit during parties 
and count the number of guests. Once 
he counted 34 and said, “You have four 
guests too many.” I would ask, “How many 
diplomats am I allowed?” 

That would be the end of the conversation 
because I knew the rules and never broke 
them.

When my book in Chinese, “Anything 
Men Can Do, Women Can Do Better”, 
was published by Xinhua University Press, 
the Soong Ching Ling Foundation gave 
me a launch party at the Manchu Palace 
at Houhai, where Madame Soong had 
resided as Hon. President of the Peoples’ 
Republic of China. My neighbours were very 
proud of me, if still somewhat guarded and 
suspicious.

My love affair with China had begun many 
years earlier when I read the book, “My 
Country and My People” by Lin Yudang. 
I was at graduate school at Columbia 
University when the Chinese government 
sent the first Communist ambassador to 
the UN, and was fortunate to be introduced 
to Huang Hua and his wife, He Liliang, who 
became very close friends. When I moved 
into my courtyard house years later, Liliang 
would frequently appear with the comforts 
of home and often showed up with plants 
for my garden. 

Our friendship grew like our garden in those 
years. I had rented a house for six months 
and stayed for six years. I completed editing 
my recently published book, “Walking a 
Tightrope”, during that time. p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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THE LOST WATERWAYS 
OF BELGRAVIA 

PART 1: THE GROSVENOR CANAL

The Grosvenor Canal opened in 1824 
on the site of an ancient creek and 
surrounding marshland. It remained 

in use until 1995, making it the last 
commercially operational canal in London. 

It was originally used to supply coal, 
timber and stone into central London and, 
more recently, to remove its waste. It was 
crossed by Ebury Bridge and Elizabeth 
Bridge and lined by Ebury Wharf and 
Elizabeth Bridge Wharf, as well as Victoria 
Wharf, Bangor Slate Wharf, Commercial 
Wharf, Lime Wharf, Baltic Wharf and Eaton 
Wharf. 

When Thomas Cubitt developed Belgravia 
and Pimlico not long after the opening of 
the canal, he used it to transport tons of soil 
that had recently been excavated during 
the creation of St Katherine’s Dock further 
down the Thames in order to level the area 
and lay foundations on what was previously 
a quagmire of waterlogged fields.

In 1725, a century before the opening 
of the canal, the Chelsea Waterworks 
Company began pumping water along this 
same route (first using a tide mill and then 
a steam engine) into various reservoirs in 
central London. These reservoirs included 
pools in Green Park and Hyde Park and 
also a separate canal in St James Park 
(which was later remodelled by John Nash 
to form the romantic natural lake we enjoy 
today), and these pools supplied drinking 
water to West London. Just as the canal 
previously supplied goods into London 

before being used to remove waste, the 
pumping stations that supplied clean 
water are now used to pump waste along 
London’s sewers. Despite being built in 
1873, Joseph Bazelgette’s magnificent 
pumping station and chimney (next to 



where the canal meets the Thames) is still 
in use today. 

By 1925, a century after the opening of the 
canal, the development of the railways had 
transformed the area once again. Victoria 
Station is built on the site of a huge basin 
that lay at the end of the Grosvenor Canal, 
and the proliferation of railway lines, along 
with the Ebury Bridge Estate development, 
slowly began to cover up the central canal 
route. All that is left of the canal today is 
the entrance and a series of locks that form 
the centre of the new Grosvenor Waterside 
development. 

The evolution of this immensely historical 
waterway is illustrated in the maps shown 
on page 8 from 1750, 1830 and 1860 
through to today. p

I would be thrilled to hear your Grosvenor 
Canal stories if you want to get in touch – 
Joe Briggs: jra.briggs@outlook.com. 

Eaton Square roadworks revealing 
a chocolate gateau of layers under 
Cubitt’s development

Registered Chairty No. 1168619

BUILDING A STRONG 
COMMUNITY

To celebrate the past, 
improve the present,  

and engage the future
The more members we have, the 
louder our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!

Benefits include:
• Monthly magazine
• Opportunity to join us at any  

of our monthly meetings
• Have your say on local matters
• Advice where possible  

on planning issues
• Invitation to our AGM  

and opportunity to vote

www.thebelgraviasociety.com/ 
online-membership-form

Please fill in the online form by  
clicking on the link above link. 

Alternatively, print the application  
form on page 25 and post your 

completed form to   
63 Belgravia Court 

33 Ebury Street
London SW1W 0NY
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We have all become accustomed 
to the ritual of council tax rises 
on the 6th April each year. 

Since 2001-02 this levy has more than 
doubled, with bills increasing by 111 per 
cent. These inflation-busting rises could 
be understood if they were essential and 
necessary to provide the frontline services 
hard-working taxpayers pay for. But this is 
not always the case. 

Many local authorities waste vast sums of 
public money, with billions uncovered by 
us at the TaxPayers’ Alliance. Whether it 
be from the central government or through 
local taxation, the results are the same. The 
most prominent example across all councils 
are the bumper salaries, expenses and 
bonuses received by executives. Our Town 
Hall Rich List 2021, revealed over 2,800 
local authority employees received over 
£100,000 in total remuneration, averaging 
seven per council in 2019-20 alone.

The constant tax rises without sufficient 
justification have resulted in taxpayers 
taking a hostile view to hikes in their bills. 
Independent polling carried out on behalf 
of the TaxPayers’ Alliance showed that 74 
per cent of respondents believe that council 
tax should be frozen or cut. This view was 
held by over 70 per cent of Conservative 
and Labour voters asked, illustrating the 
universal disdain in which council tax is 
held. The results are heightened when 
focusing on working class audiences; 
something both parties should remember 
for the next general election. These views 
hold when council tax is compared to other 

taxes too. When offered a list of taxes which 
could rise, only 10 per cent believed it should 
be council tax, compared to 67 per cent for 
tobacco duties, 53 per cent for alcohol duties 
and 23 per cent for income tax. Meanwhile, 
only the TV licence fee was deemed ‘unfair’ 
at 54 per cent, compared to 40 per cent for 
council tax. Taxpayers’ views on council tax 
are clear.

But there is some light at the end of the 
tunnel, as some councils are able to deliver 
services while keeping taxes low. A decent 
example of this happens to be Westminster 
Council which has the lowest council tax in 
the country at £829 for a Band D property, 
compared to the worst offender, Nottingham 
City Council at £2,226. 

This goes to show that every local authority 
up and down the country has work to do if 
they want to please local taxpayers. They 
can of course start by ensuring wasteful 
spending is tackled so that taxes can  
be cut. p

Editor’s note: 
Seeing the comparison with council tax in 
other areas, I could not help reflecting on 
the extraordinary value for money we get 
in Westminster. I would just mention the 
Community Contribution charity launched 
by WCC in 2017 to invite Band H council 
taxpayers to contribute an additional sum 
alongside the usual bill. Cynics said it would 
never get off the ground, however, the fund 
is raising money and has awarded £1.2 
million in grants to good causes. We will 
cover this in detail in our next issue.

TAX PAYERS’ ALLIANCE 
ON COUNCIL WASTE 
BY JOHN O’CONNELL

John O’Connell
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BEES’ NEEDS  
BY SARA OLIVER

I don’t know about you, but I love 
bees simply for what they do. I enjoy 
watching them buzz around collecting 

nectar for their next honey batch. 

Anthropologists say that “the analogy 
between the bee society and human 
society goes right back to Aristotle, whose 
texts on natural history compare bees 
and humans, seeing the bees’ “king” as 
evidence of the political organisation of 
bees” (www.beelines.org/blog). They are 
also good pollinators and are essential 
contributors for the wellbeing of the eco-
system.

I do not claim to be a bee expert, but I 
think that even I can recognise a happy 
bee when I see one. Last summer I saw a 

solitary bee basking in the brilliant sunshine 
on my window ledge before continuing on 
its merry way. 

Grosvenor are working with WildWestEnd 
(www.wildwestend.london/vision) to 
encourage wildlife back into the heart of 
London. They have installed 240 green 
features including six ‘green lampposts’, 
six green roofs, parklets, many baskets and 
window boxes to welcome bees and other 
pollinators into the area. We feel privileged 
to have a ‘green lamppost’ located just 
outside our flat in Ebury Street. 

Belgravia also houses c.70,000 bees in 
beehives. This is an exciting project to 
encourage wildlife and insects to return to 
the city, creating a connection with nature.  

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
http://www.beelines.org/blog
http://www.wildwestend.london/vision


12  |  THE BELGRAVIA SOCIETY MAGAZINE 

So what can we do to help bees? Here is a 
list to ensure that we are doing our part to 
save our beloved bees. 
• “Bees’ Needs Week” from 13th-19th July 

increases awareness of the plight of our 
honeybees. 

• Grow more pollinator friendly flowers, 
shrubs and trees.

• Leave patches of land to grow wild. 
• Cut grass less often. 
• Do not disturb insect nests and 

hibernation spots.  
• Think carefully about using pesticides.
• Monitor your local bee and pollinator 

populations. Spend 10 minutes in the sun 
to count insects for the UK’s Pollinator 
Monitoring Scheme (PoMS). Find out 
more at www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/
projects/pollinator-monitoring.  

• Get involved on social media using 
hashtag #beesneeds. 

Next time you are out and about, spare a 
thought for our bees, buzzing about their 
business. p

Left: One of the six ‘green 
lampposts’ installed 
by WildWestEnd to 
encourage wildlife back 
into the heart of London.

Below: A bug hotel.

Invitation to the next Belgravia 
Society committee meeting

We would be delighted for you to join 
our video meeting. Please let us know 

by email if you wish to be linked in: 
info@thebelgraviasociety.com

We can only accept a limited number, 
so first come, first served. 

Our next video meeting is 
4th May 2021

 PLANNING ADVICE
If you get a notice of a planning 

application near you and you want 
advice, telephone our dedicated 

helpline: 

07578 969509

Complaints to 
Westminster City Council

If you have a complaint for 
Westminster City Council, you can 

Report it at 

www.westminster.gov.uk
Failing that, you should telephone  
020 7641 6000 and ask to speak  
to the appropriate department. 

Also, do contact your Councillor;  
they are always there to help  

(see page 22 for contact details). 

You can check which Ward you are 
in at the WCC website and click on 

“Westminster’s Councillors”.

http://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/pollinator-monitoring
http://www.ceh.ac.uk/our-science/projects/pollinator-monitoring
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
http://
http://www.westminster.gov.uk
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PARTY WALL MATTERS 
BY HELEN ORATORE

Helene Oratore

Beware 
unscrupulous 
neighbours 
who try to claim 
for fabricated 
damage

CASE ONE
The building owner did not need to notify 
the adjoining owner as no party wall work 
was to be undertaken. The project was 
just a straight refurbishment of bathroom, 
kitchens, new carpets, painting, plumbing, 
heating and rewiring. When the steel 
beams arrived, the adjoining owner then 
produced a fictional list of damage to his 
property. His main omission was that he 
did not wait for the steel to be installed 
before he sent his claim. He purported 
that as other structural walls and beams 
had been removed, damage had been 
caused to his home. In fact, no structural 
walls or beams had been removed and 
the new steel was still on the floor when 
photos and videos were taken to refute 
the fraudulent claim. 

CASE TWO
This adjoining neighbour claimed that 
dust and debris from several of the 
building owner’s skips had damaged his 
windows and external window paintwork. 
Unknown to the adjoining owner, the 
building owner had instructed his builders 
on a daily basis to walk around the site 
and to photograph the external areas. 
He was able to refute this claim as the 

photos showed clearly that the skips were 
constantly covered with tarpaulin and 
plastic covers. Each collection docket also 
confirmed that a cover was in place before 
being removed.

The most careless part of the claim was 
a photograph from the adjoining owner 
showing alleged damage to a rear window 
ledge stating that there had been no 
protection at the rear of the site. The photo 
included a yellow object in the corner. 
On closer investigation this yellow object 
was in fact the top section of a three story 
wrap-around plastic protection running 
from the garden to the top of the building 
site in the rear garden!

CASE THREE
The adjoining owner asserted that cracks 
had appeared along the rear wall of his 
home. His immediate neighbour (who lived 
abroad) and a neighbour further along the 
street were both undertaking building work 
at the same time. The adjoining owner 
decided to claim against the owner furthest 
away as they were based in London. This 
building owner had to protect himself by 
going to the expense of instructing their 
party wall surveyor and engineer to show 
how they could not have been responsible 
for these problems. The use of movement 
monitors and photographs showed that 
the damage had been caused by the 
immediate overseas neighbour. p

Editor’s note: 
This is the final of Helen’s series of articles 
on party wall matters. We thank her for 
sharing her knowledge and experience  
with us.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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BOND IN 
BELGRAVIA

The English Heritage blue plaque on 
22 Ebury Street (see photo above) 
celebrates Ian Fleming, the creator 

of James Bond. Fleming lived at Flat 22B 
from 1936 until 1940 when the threat of 
German bombing forced him to move.  
The same flat was previously the home of 
Sir Oswald Mosley who was the head of 
the British Union of Fascists. 

The building originally housed the Pimlico 
Library and was designed by John Peter 
Gandy in 1830. Gandy also designed  

St Mark’s Church on North Audley Street in 
Mayfair which is another excellent example 
of Greek Revival architecture. 

Bond in Belgravia does not stop there. 
Fleming returned to Belgravia in 1953 and 
lived at 16 Victoria Square until his death 
in 1964. He moved in shortly before the 
publication of his first Bond novel, “Casino 
Royale”, and a year before his death in 
1964 he hosted a large after-party at the 
house following the premiere of “From 
Russia with Love”. Fleming even gave 

22 Ebury Street
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Another famous resident of this same 
little corner of Belgravia was “Lucky” Lord 
Lucan, who also lived at 22 Eaton Square 
before moving to 46 Lower Belgrave Street. 
Lord Lucan was known for his expensive 
tastes, which included a traditional roll call 
of gambling, Russian vodka, power boats 
and his Aston Martin coupé, and his own life 
became something of a Bond mystery when 
he disappeared after being suspected of 
murder. 

The story goes that on 7th November 1974 
Lady Lucan ran down the street to the 
Plumbers Arms at 14 Lower Belgrave Street 
crying, “Help me, help me, I’ve just escaped 
from being murdered! He’s murdered my 
nanny!”. What is less well known is that 
back in 1966, Lord Lucan unsuccessfully 
screen tested for a part in the De Sica film, 
“Woman Times Seven”, prompting him to 
subsequently decline the offer from Bond 
producer “Cubby” Albert R. Broccoli to 
screen test to play the role of Bond in “On 
Her Majesty’s Secret Service”. p

Bond his fictional London residence not too 
far away at 30 Wellington Square in Chelsea, 
which is within striking distance of each of 
MI6, Buckingham Palace, the Foreign Office 
and “Blades”, Bond’s fictional gentlemen’s 
club based at 14 Park Street, which is the 
real location of Pratt’s Club. 

Belgravia was also home to a close circle 
of Bond knights. Sir Sean Connery lived at 
7 Eaton Square and Sir Roger Moore lived 
at 22 Eaton Square. Sir Christopher Lee, 
who plays Francisco Scaramanga alongside 
Moore in “The Man with the Golden Gun”, 
was born in Belgravia and lived at 51 
Lower Belgrave Street before moving to 
Cadogan Square. He was Fleming’s cousin 
and regular golfing partner, and Fleming 
originally wanted Lee to play the eponymous 
Dr No. 

Sir Michael Caine and Terrace Stamp were 
both considered to replace Connery when 
he retired from the role; for a brief period in 
1963 they both shared a flat on Ebury Street.

Above: Ian Fleming

Right: Map of all the “Bond” 
connections

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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We are used to seeing unusual 
sculptures and features in the 
Victoria Gardens. Last December 

we wrote about three model houses on the 
site. There is now another application we 
have seen, to place two sculptures on site 
from 21st July 2021 until 21st July 2022. 

You may remember an earlier exhibit which 
was described as a sculpture of an “alien” 
which was there from 2012 until April 2015.

The applicant is Eduardo Chillida 
Belzunce. We have often wondered who 
actually owns the garden and, from the 
documentation, it seems it is WCC. Do 
have a look at the photographs so you may 
see the proposed exhibition sculptures. p

LOWER GROSVENOR 
GARDENS – SCULPTURE 
APPLICATION

WANTED!
Writers / Historians /

Story tellers

Do you enjoy writing? 

We would be delighted to receive 
articles and short stories about 

Belgravia/our neighbours/London  
and beyond – all voluntary, of course.

Discuss your ideas with us: 
info@belgraviasociety.com

mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.com?subject=My%20Belgravia-related%20story
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6-7 GROSVENOR PLACE 
THE NEW CLUB FOR BELGRAVIA 

WITH A LONG HISTORY

We first reported plans for a new 
club in November 2018. Things 
have been delayed by the 

pandemic and other problems for the 
refurbishment. We attended the second 
Community Liaison Committee Meeting to 
be held this year to hear about progress.

The exterior is swathed in scaffolding. The 
interior is being wholly refurbished. Years 
of neglect are being put right. What struck 
us in particular was attention to detail with 
which the building is being restored, even 
to the extent of recovering teak in a very 
poor condition. The good news is that it 
is being restored rather than discarded 
to buy new, which would have been the 
cheaper option. We saw photos of the work 
to reinforce the floors. A mezzanine floor 
was removed. It was not part of the original 
building but introduced in the 1970s.

The contractors have even traced the 
suppliers of decorative cast-iron and bricks 
being used. The original decorative cast 
iron came from W McFarlane Saracen 
Foundry of Possilpark in Glasgow. The 
company, sadly, no longer exists but its 
ironwork is still to be found in buildings 
around the world, from India to Australia 
and back. Any replacements needed will 
be the same as the originals using the old 
catalogue still available.

The bricks came from a brickworks 
in Burnham near Tonbridge in Kent 
established by Thomas Cubitt. That 
expanded rapidly and in 1889 it produced 
950 tons of lime each week. It increased to 
1500 tons in the late 1890s. Sadly, the site 
is no longer there and is overgrown.

The roof is being carefully renovated and, 
again, the contractors are able to confirm 
the source of the slates which was Wales.
We have not only the history of the building, 
but also details of the materials from which 
it was made and how it is being restored. 

The exterior will also be cleaned 
and renovated where necessary. We 
understand that the cleaning will be “light” 
in order to make it more in keeping with its 
surroundings. The row of buildings of which 
6-7 form part, are not listed and are, sadly, 
in need of renovation. We can only hope 
that they will be dealt with as sensitively as 
this building is – and soon.

The construction work is fully underway 
and is expected to last to the autumn. The 
interior fitting out will start in the summer 
and hopefully finish towards the end of the 
winter and early next year ready for the 
opening in the spring of 2022. p

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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FULL STEAM 
AHEAD FOR 
OUR YOUNG 
BELGRAVIANS 
AND THEIR 
FRIENDS

Left to right: 
Isabella Oratore, Carmelo Franceschino, 
Alexandra Oratore and Joe Briggs
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T he Belgravia Society is very 
proud to have by far the largest 
membership of any amenity 
society within Belgravia, a 
regular committee of 25 people 

and a very active junior group called 
the Young Belgravians. They have been 
involved in educational projects, promoting 
art charities, using their skills to delight you 
with fascinating articles for our magazine 
and assisting with administrative matters 
for the committee.

They are all in full time employment and so 
are very generously giving their free time.
Well done to all of them. Here is what a few 
of the younger membership have embarked 
upon during lockdown. 

Caroline Oliver has been using her 
organisational skills to assist with taking the 
minutes for the Society monthly committee 
meetings. This has been invaluable as it 
has freed up other committee members 
to dedicate more time to planning matters 
and to respond to Westminster City Council 
consultations.

Alexandra and Isabella Oratore have 
been giving their time free of charge to 
teach online Maths, English and Biology 
classes to GCSE level students who have 
been struggling with their school work 
during this period of disruption.

Carmelo Franceschino has assisted with 
A level English Literature and Language 
tutoring.

Joe Briggs has regularly produced articles 
for the Belgravia magazine. He has kept us 
entertained so far with such delights as his 
articles about the lost pubs of Belgravia, 
local street names and, in this issue, 
Belgravia’s lost waterways.

Imme Dattenberg-Doyle and Sofia 
Carreira-Wham have dedicated their 
time to exhibiting their charity which 
helps to promote contemporary African 
photography. The Society hopes that they 
will be able to work with Westminster City 
Council and Grosvenor in expanding their 
work in central London. p

If you would like to become part of this 
proactive group, please email: 
info@thebelgraviasociety.com.

Left to right: 
Sofia Carreira-Wham, Alexandra Oratore
and Imme Dattenberg-Doyle

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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NEWS FROM WARWICK 
WARD COUNCILLORS
COUNCILLORS JACQUI WILKINSON,  
CHRISTABEL FLIGHT AND NICKIE AIKEN

Councillors report the temporary relocation 
of Tachbrook Market to Upper Tachbrook 
Street has been hugely successful. The 
electrical upgrade works are on schedule. 
When the works are completed, there will 
be an environmental benefit as the hot food 
stalls should have enough ‘clean power’ to 
allow them to stop using gas bottles.

There is news of a new initiative with the 
opening of the Abbey Community Centre 
shortly as a ‘community pantry’ for people 
living in South Westminster. This is a new 
concept to support those households that 
are struggling financially. The scheme will 
be providing essential and staple food 
items at a much more affordable price than 
supermarkets. For a weekly fee of between 
£3.50 and £4.50, members of the pantry 
can choose 10 items each week, typically 
having a value of between £15 and £25. 
Abbey Centre staff will be available when 
the pantry is open to provide support with 
issues such as training, work, debt or 
health-related matters. Find out more on 
their website. 

Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson commented: “This 
new initiative will be a welcome addition to 
the help for Pimlico families already being 
provided by local foodbanks at Ebury 
Bridge Estate and the Sherbourne House 
Prayer and Community Centre. p

ROUGH SLEEPING IN 
WESTMINSTER LOWEST 
SINCE 2015

Since the pandemic began there has 
been a concerted effort to provide 
emergency accommodation and hotels 
for rough sleepers, funded by the Ministry 
of Housing, Communities and Local 
Government. The result is that our latest 
survey of rough sleepers shows there 
has been a drop of 27% in the number of 
rough sleepers in Westminster, the lowest 
since 2015. The flow of people coming 
remains a problem and your councillors 
and MP will continue working with 
partners Crisis, The Passage and  
St Mungo’s to address this issue. 

JOB SOUGHT

We do not usually publish information on 
people looking for jobs, but one of our 
members has recently retired, making 
his long-term employee redundant. Our 
retired member has asked us to try to 
help find alternative employment, which 
might be part-time or temporary:

Michael John Malget F.C.A. is a qualified 
Chartered Accountant providing a wide 
spectrum of financial services to both 
individuals and companies including 
• Statutory and Financial Accounting
• VAT
• Payroll
• Corporation Tax
• Self-Assessment tax returns
• Budgeting and forecasting/

management accounting
• Companies House statutory reporting

Email: mike@malgetconsulting.co.uk
Mobile: 0776 982 2722
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Cleveland Cinic 
33 Grosvenor Place

The update as to the progress of the 
Cleveland Clinic shows that it is due to 
complete construction in September. 
Already power supplies from public utilities 
have been provided. Scaffolding will be 
completely removed in June and the 
bedrooms will be completed as will the 
stonework. The internal work will be 
completed with the reception area in 
August. It will be great to be able to walk 
down Grosvenor Place without the tunnel 
we have to walk through at the moment. 
Hopefully, the use of the bus stop will be 
reinstated depending on TfL.

When the Clinic is fully operational, it will 
have a neurology suite with rehabilitation 
facilities, eight operating theatres, an 
imaging centre incorporating the latest MRI 
and CT scanner equipment, pharmacy and 
laboratories to support the day case rooms, 
and there will be 184 patient rooms. Most 
of the existing façade is being maintained 
and the original entrances to the building 
will be reinstated.

Chelsea Barracks

As you probably know, the site is being 
developed on a phased basis. Building 6 is 
progressing and on schedule. The internal 
works are on track as well. In Building 7 
roof works are nearing completion and 
colonnade works progressing. However, we 
have just seen an application to the 
extension of Level 6 North Penthouse 
through the installation of one additional 
window bay the East and West elevations 
and five new windows onto the North 
section of the terrace (refers to Building 8). 
There is a separate application for an 
extension to Level 6 living areas including 
one additional window bay to the East and 
West elevations and five new windows onto 
the North section terrace. We do not know 
whether these Applications will delay work 
to Blocks 6 and 8.

The contractors are involved in community 
work of which the highlights include a 
remote monitoring program employing 
women in the construction, an online work 
experience programme with two groups 
of students from Westminster Kingsway 
College (in January and February 2021) and 
has established a Christmas toy appeal 
collecting toys for a local Westminster 
charity called “Hear Women”.

DEVELOPMENT UPDATES

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.com
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KNIGHTSBRIDGE & BELGRAVIA WARD 
Cllr Rachel Robathan (Con) leader@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Tony Devenish (Con) tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock (Con) ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for all  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only for the time being. Please telephone 020 7641 3411.

WARWICK WARD
Cllr Christabel Flight (Con) cflight@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Nickie Aiken (Con) nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk
Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson (Con) jwilkinson@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for Cllr Aiken  020 7641 3255 
Tel no for Cllrs Flight and Wilkinson  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only until further notice. For the time being, please use telephone 
number 020 7641 5377.

CHURCHILL WARD
Cllr Murad Gassanly (Con)  mgassanly@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no 020 7641 5377

If you require help and/or support with a problem, email Councillor Gassanly or call at the 
above telephone number. Councillor Gassanly’s monthly drop-in advice surgeries (City of 
Westminster Housing South Area Advice Centre, 137 Lupus Street, London SW1V 3HE) 
are currently on hold. Call or email for information. 

Cllr Shamim Talukder (Lab) stalukder@westminster.gov.uk
Tel no 020 7641 4299

Surgeries, usually held on the second Thursday of the month, 7-8pm, are currently on 
hold. Please call or email for updates.

Postal address for all Councillors:  Westminster City Hall 
  64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP 

COUNCILLORS’ SURGERIES AND CONTACT DETAILS

mailto:leader%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
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Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ............................................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Second name (if any)  .....................................................................................  email  .......................................................................

Address...............................................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ...........................................................................................  Work  .......................................................................

Mobile ............................................................................................................  Date  ........................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  ......................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
    
£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by the Charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations  
in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

SIGNATURE(S)   .....................................................................................................................  DATE  ...................................................................................

ADDRESS  ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid  
donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE EMAIL THIS APPLICATION FORM TO: info@thebelgraviasociety.com  
OR POST TO:  63 BELGRAVIA COURT  33 EBURY STREET  LONDON SW1W 0NY
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