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George Waite 
Chairman of  
The Belgravia Society  
and ESRA

Support to all our communities

We need the TV News and the World 
Wide Web to keep us updated 

on COVID-19, and we wholly support 
the communications from businesses 
struggling to survive, and from Government 
desperately trying to keep us alive. 
However, I must admit that I am starting to 
suffer from ‘negative information’ overload, 
and wondering what we, The Belgravia 
Society (TBS), can do to help.

I was therefore delighted when TBS received 
an invitation to join our member of parliament, 
Nickie Aiken, in a remote meeting to discuss 
community response to COVID-19. The 
objective of the remote meeting is to receive 
the latest advice and support available so 
that we can ensure that both residents and 
businesses are kept up to date. We will also 
have the opportunity to discuss coordinating 
an effective community response, and we will 
keep you updated via regular Newsletters. 
A similar invitation has been made by Cllr 
Rachael Robathan as Leader of Westminster 
City Council for similar reasons. It is so 
reassuring to know that we are all working 
together and our institutions are so effectively 
rising to the occasion.

We must all follow Government’s rules which 
include clear instructions to stay at home 
(please read the ‘Save a Life’ article on page 
6), and the only reasons we may leave our 

homes (whilst maintaining social distancing):
• To go to work (if you are a key worker)
• To shop for essential groceries, medicines 

and other essentials (infrequently)
• To exercise outside, once a day
• To provide care or help to a vulnerable 

person
• For any medical need

The guidelines regarding self-isolation and 
social distancing must be observed to ensure 
that our community remains as safe as 
possible during these uncertain times. If you 
or your family are showing any symptoms of 
COVID-19, you must all self-isolate within the 
confines of your home. If you are unable to 
put measures in place to help you and your 
family with food and grocery deliveries for 
the recommended 14-day isolation period, 
then please contact Westminster City Council 
(WCC): www.westminster.gov.uk/ask-help.

Westminster is asking for volunteers to help. 
Read Rachael Robathan’s article on page 8 
for details to register. The Government is also 
asking for volunteers.

If you are concerned about anyone who you 
think requires social care and support, then 
please phone WCC on 020 7641 1444 or 
020 7641 1175 or email adultsocialcare@
westminster.gov.uk.

WCC’s website also provides advice on how 
you can protect yourself and your details 

Chairman’s Message

We have themed this 
month’s Magazine in blue to 

show our appreciation and 
gratitude to the NHS and 

those supporting them

mailto:adultsocialcare%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:adultsocialcare%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=
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Registered Chairty No. 1168619

Building a strong community
To celebrate the past, 
improve the present,  

and engage the future
The more members we have, the 
louder our collective voice will be. 

JOIN US TODAY!

Benefits include:
• Monthly magazine
• Opportunity to join us at any  

of our monthly meetings
• Have your say on local matters
• Advice where possible  

on planning issues
• Invitation to our AGM  

and opportunity to vote

www.thebelgraviasociety.org/ 
online-membership-form

Please fill in the online form by  
clicking on the link above link. 

Alternatively, print the application  
form on page 19 and post your 

completed form to   
63 Belgravia Court 

33 Ebury Street
London SW1W 0NY

from scams and fraudsters. Unfortunately, 
criminals are launching a range of attacks to 
make money out of exploiting people’s fears 
over COVID-19 – if you are suspicious, call 
the police.

If you are unable to get a response from 
the above contacts, then feel free to call 
TBS (07578 969509) and our team will pass 
your details to the correct authority. In the 
meantime, stay at home, because it will 
save a life.

We must support each other and, despite 
the terrible problems, we must carry on as 
normally as possible while we are all facing 
our common problem. We have produced 
our Magazine to remind us of ordinary 
lives and bring you local news as well as 
COVID-19 information.  n

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org/online-membership-form
http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org/online-membership-form
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There can be no greater good  
deed than to save a life, yet in 

these terrible times, some are ignoring 
Government guidance to keep social 
distancing, self-isolate or simply stay 
at home. They say that they are not 
worried about catching the virus; they 
are healthy and will not be very ill if 
they catch it. But it’s not just their own 
health they are risking. Statistically, 
someone who has COVID-19 is likely 
to pass it on to at least two others, 
and those, in turn, to two further 
people each. In a short time, the 
result of one person’s failure, means 
others will suffer from the virus, many 
seriously, and some will die. All from 
one person’s inability to realise the 
consequences of their acts.

Each day we follow the advice, we 
help to save a life, not only our own but 
other potential sufferers from the virus 
and, in addition, those desperately ill 
requiring the services of the NHS for 
other illnesses, which may not then be 
available.

Be safe, and let us all do a good deed 
and save a life.  n

Save
a Life

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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We live in very strange times, with 
similarities to the two World 

Wars, but then we could see, hear 
and even feel the enemy. COVID-19 is 
a very different adversary: silent and 
unrelenting. As a Back Bench MP, I have 
spent many hours sitting in the House of 
Commons Chamber listening to ministers 
make urgent statements, answer urgent 
questions. 

I have to pay tribute to all those involved 
in dealing with the response to the 
emergency. It is at times like these that we 
see the best and worse of humanity and 
what I’ve seen so far is the very best. I’ve 
been overwhelmed by the response of 
neighbours and the community in general 
with the way everyone is pulling together. 

Westminster City Council is also doing 
sterling work. I would advise everyone who 
hasn’t already to sign up for both its daily 
update email (www.westminster.gov.uk) and 
also the Government’s (www.gov.uk). Both 
provide the most up to date information, 
advice and support.

We face a very tough few months ahead 
of us and it’s vital we continue to work 
and support each other. My team and I are 
working remotely but are in constant touch. 
We are obviously not running face to face 
surgeries for the time being, but I have 
started telephone surgeries which seem to 
be working well. 

If you need to speak to me about a specific 
case which can’t be handled over email, 
then please email my office and they will 
arrange a telephone call with me. My email 
address is nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk.

In the meantime, may I wish you all the very 
best and, if you haven’t done so already, do 
watch ITV’s Belgravia. I highly recommend 
it. Lord Fellowes is providing some welcome 
relief!  n

Editor’s Note: 
Since we received the above, Nickie has 
initiated weekly video conferences to talk 
about issues thrown up by the COVID-19 
virus and how it affects the community.  
The first one was held on 25th March 
and attended by 22 representatives of 
local societies and associations. Nickie 
has access to ministers and, of course, 
WCC. Everyone is working hard to alleviate 
problems highlighted and to support each 
other and the community.

 Report and Message from 
Nickie Aiken MP 

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
mailto:nickie.aiken.mp%40parliament.uk?subject=
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I do hope you are well and surviving these 
extremely difficult times. I wanted to get 

in touch with you as a Ward Councillor, as 
well as Council Leader, to keep you up to 
date. 

Residents will understandably be extremely 
concerned and the first thing I want to do 
is reassure everyone that I am absolutely 
determined to maintain our core services 
which are vital to all of our residents. There 
may be some changes. I have also put in 
place a way for our Planning and Licensing 
committees to continue, albeit in a slightly 
different format.

My top priority is to maintain services to 
the elderly and most vulnerable as well as 
our children services. We have a robust 
contingency planning process in place and I 
am confident that we are as prepared as we 
can be to deal with the challenges facing us.

I am acutely conscious of the impact on 
our businesses. I wrote to the Chancellor 
immediately after the budget to highlight that, 
because of our high rateable values, only 5% 
of Westminster’s businesses were eligible for 
the relief he announced. I welcome the fact 
that he then extended that, but wrote again to 
highlight the impact on so many of our other 
businesses which also needed help. 

I wanted to flag the work we are doing 
to co-ordinate the volunteering effort in 

Report from 

Rachael Robathan 
Leader of Westminster City Council 
and Member for Knightsbridge and 
Belgravia Ward

Westminster. In order to do this, we have 
established Westminster Connects, a platform 
for bringing together individual volunteers 
and community groups with those who need 
help. We are taking on the responsibility 
of delivering parcels to those deemed as 
vulnerable by the NHS due to underlying 
health conditions. Anyone wishing to 
volunteer can do so by filling out the form on 
our website’s dedicated web page, or email 
westminsterconnects@westminster.gov.uk. 

We are also keen that anyone who needs 
help, no matter how small, can register so that 
we can put them in touch with a voluntary 
organisation operating in their area. Please 
let us know what is already happening in the 
community that you’re aware of so that we 
can signpost people to existing activities. Also 
let us know if you would like more volunteers 
directed to you to help with what you’re doing.

We are updating our website on a daily basis, 
so do encourage everyone to check that as 
we will make sure all up to date information is 
included.

Do, of course, let me know if you have any 
other questions or issues.  n

Editor’s note: Some of the above may 
have been updated since we received this 
from Cllr Robathan as WCC is updating its 
services daily, so do follow the website.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
mailto:westminsterconnects%40westminster.gov.uk?subject=


Royal Trinity Hospice has launched 
an urgent appeal for funds after the 

temporary closure last week of its 32 
London-based shops and the cancellation 
of all planned fundraising activities for the 
foreseeable future, due to the Coronavirus 
outbreak. The Hospice is urging supporters 
in the communities it serves across all of 
Wandsworth and parts of Kensington & 
Chelsea, Westminster, Merton, Hammersmith 
& Fulham, Lambeth and Richmond upon 
Thames to come to its aid as it prepares to 

see a £3 million funding shortfall over the next 
three months. Over 200 donors have already 
contributed since the appeal was launched on 
Friday, raising over £40,000.

In addition to several sporting and challenge 
events being cancelled or rescheduled, 
the charity has been forced to cancel the 
Wandsworth Friends of Royal Trinity Hospice 
Summer Garden Party, an annual event 
organised by a volunteer committee which 
last year raised £87,000. 

Trinity’s successful chain of charity shops, 
whose income last year accounted for 57% of 
the £15 million it costs to run Trinity annually, 
had seen a significant decline in footfall in the 
last two weeks before a decision was made 
to close them on Thursday 19th March for the 
safety of customers, staff and volunteers.

Dallas Pounds, Chief Executive, said: “The 
stark reality is that the future of Trinity is at 
stake. We are facing dramatic cuts to the 
level of support and care we can offer. We 
are calling on our supporters and those in our 
local community to help ensure our survival. >

www.thebelgraviasociety.org  March 2020  |  9 
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“In the coming months, our doctors and 
nurses will be needed more than ever as the 
NHS faces the biggest challenge it has ever 
seen. The population of 750,000 Londoners, 
for whom we are the only provider of 
specialist end-of-life and palliative care, will 
need our support and expertise. 

“Through careful management and good 
governance, we have some contingencies, 
but these will not keep us open indefinitely. 
As always, our incredible staff and volunteers 
are rising to the challenge and I cannot thank 
them, and our Board of Trustees, enough 
for their commitment and for proving once 
again why it is such a privilege to lead this 
incredible charity. 

“I am overwhelmed at the level of support we 
have seen in the two days since launching 
the campaign but, the fact is, we must raise 
more. I am appealing to our local community 
to help us today, so we can continue to be 
here for patients and their families for years 
to come.”  n

To donate to Trinity’s appeal, please visit: 
www.royaltrinityhospice.london/urgent-
appeal

Editor’s Note:  We ask our readers to be as 
generous as possible in this emergency to 
keep the Hospice functioning and open and 
to care for the patients.

Trinity Hospice Launches 
Urgent Appeal continued

Invitation to the next Belgravia 
Society committee meeting

We would be delighted for you to join 
our video meeting. Please let us know  

by email if you wish to be linked  
to the meeting: 

info@belgraviasociety.uk

We can only accept a limited number, 
so first come, first served. 

Our next (video) meeting is on 
14th April 2020

Complaints to  
Westminster City Council

If you have a complaint for Westminster 
City Council, you can “Report it” at 
 
www.westminster.gov.uk
Failing that, you should telephone  
020 7641 6000 and ask to speak to the 
appropriate department. 

Also, do contact your Councillor; they 
are always there to help (see page 20 for 
contact details). 

If you are not sure which Ward you are 
in, go to the WCC website and click on 
“Westminster’s Councillors”. Then either 
type in the relevant information or click on 
“Find the Ward you live in”. Then put in 
your address for the result.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
http://www.royaltrinityhospice.london/urgent-appeal
http://www.royaltrinityhospice.london/urgent-appeal
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
http://www.westminster.gov.uk
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Local 
Information
During this difficult time, we hope to give 

you helpful information to help see us 
through isolation, with how local business 
can keep you going*:

Charles of Belgravia
27 Lower Belgrave Street | 020 7730 7193
Well stocked corner shop – home delivery

Mayhew Newsagents
15 Motcomb Street | 020 7235 5770 
Home delivery of papers and magazines

Olivo Restaurants
Olivocarne: 020 7730 7997 and Olivomare: 020 
7730 9022. Are operating a take-away service. 
Their pizzas may be ordered through Deliveroo.

Baker & Spice 
54-56 Elizabeth Street | 020 7730 5524 
Take-away menu for collection or Deliveroo 

Walden Chemyst
65 Elizabeth Street | 020 7730 0080
At the moment Mon-Fri 9am-6pm and Sat 
9am-1pm. No customers will be allowed inside 
the shop, but should call when they are outside 
and place their orders on 020 7730 0080. 
Payment will be taken at the door. They are one 
staff member down and ask residents to please 
be patient. Residents may also place orders by 
email: waldenchymist@gmail.com. 

Covent Garden – Home deliveries of fresh fruit 
and vegetables from various Covent Garden 
retailers. Follow this link:
www.newcoventgardenmarket.com/
blog/home-deliveries-of-fresh-fruit-and-
vegetables-from-new-covent-garden-
market

If you are a local business offering services  
to local residents, home delivery or take-away 
food, and would like a mention, let use have 
your details at info@belgraviasociety.org  
and we will include it in our next issue.  n

* Information correct at the time of writing.

http://waldenchymist@gmail.com
http://www.newcoventgardenmarket.com/blog/home-deliveries-of-fresh-fruit-and-vegetables-from-new-covent-gar
http://www.newcoventgardenmarket.com/blog/home-deliveries-of-fresh-fruit-and-vegetables-from-new-covent-gar
http://www.newcoventgardenmarket.com/blog/home-deliveries-of-fresh-fruit-and-vegetables-from-new-covent-gar
http://www.newcoventgardenmarket.com/blog/home-deliveries-of-fresh-fruit-and-vegetables-from-new-covent-gar
mailto:info%40belgraviasociety.org?subject=
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I expect most of us have looked at the first 
episode of Belgravia. It begins with the 

Duchess of Richmond’s Ball. One wonders 
how this insignificant high society event 
became part of English history?

In March 1814, Napoleon’s troops had 
surrendered in Paris. Napoleon was forced to 
abdicate and was exiled to the Island of Elba. 
After 20 years of fighting and war, it seemed 
peace was assured and many in high society 
took the opportunity of visiting the continent. 
Why Brussels? Probably because it was 
relatively inexpensive; it was a garrison town 
and had a very busy full scene with all sorts of 
activities typical of high society entertainment. 

There are many exaggerations and stories 
surrounding the Ball. The Richmond family 
arrived in Brussels fairly late and took a  
house in Rue des Cenres which was a  
slightly unfashionable district.  

The Duchess of 
Richmond’s Ball 
By Mary Regnier-Leigh

The house was not big enough to have a 
ballroom but backed onto a large room joined 
to the main house. It was large and had been 
used by the coach builder, who owned the 
house, to keep carriages in. The Duchess 
improvised and turned it into a ballroom with 
the help of a trellis and roses wallpaper. 

We also know that Gordon Highlanders 
danced at the Ball. The provenance for this 
may be found in letters written by two of the 
Duchesses’ daughters. It is also likely the waltz 
was danced – described by Rev George Griffin 
StoneStreet as “completely indecent”.  

Wellington was not as unprepared as many 
writers suggest (fake news) and the Duke 
allowed this view to prevail. His troops were 
ready for action and Napoleon’s spies in 
Brussels could relay the fake news back.  
The Duke knew before the Ball that Napoleon 
had invaded.  

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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He allowed the officers to attend the Ball,  
but his troops were already on standby,  
ready to move.

Wellington arrived at the Ball around 11pm. 
He was at supper when he received two 
messages, the latter telling that the French 
had nearly reached Quatre Bras. Some 20 
minutes later, he left the table asking the Duke 
of Richmond if he had a map. The two Dukes 
went into Richmond’s study where Wellington 
looked at the map. Wellington pointed to a 
place on the map and told Richmond that that 
would be where he would confront Napoleon. 

As he left the Ball his officers left also. The 
Ball was over, but found its way into history 
as the place where Wellington and his officers 
were when they were called to the battle – 
many did not come back – both romantic and 
dramatic.

The sound of the music from the Ball was 
replaced by the noise of the army on the 
move. Wellington had first had to overcome 
the French at a skirmish at Quatre Bars 
“Four Arms” crossroads. There Wellington 
prevented the French from proceeding North 
which took some six hours and many lives. 
Then Wellington marched on to the place he 
had pointed out to the Duke of Richmond on 
the map  – Waterloo. The rest is history.  n

Arthur Wellesley, 
1st Duke of Wellington

The ‘ballroom’ before the Duchess’ makeover

The Battle of Waterloo

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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Muse is located in Groom Place and 
manages to accomplish the difficult 

balance of being relaxed and informal 
while providing flawless service. The 
atmosphere is redolent of a small, select 
club. Tom Aiken meticulously checking 
each dish and Sean Cooper (GM) brilliantly 
managing the logistics of the three, six or 
ten course menus to the 25 covers from 
the two kitchens. The decor, designed by 
Rebecca Koerner, is smart, modern and 
consistent with the Belgravia location.

Until one actually experiences Muse, linking 
the courses to the chef’s life experiences in 
Norfolk as a child, and important moments 
throughout his career, seemed like a device. 
Having sampled the truly sumptuous ten 
course menu, it is absolutely clear that 
the intricately and exquisitely prepared 
dishes truly reflect the biographical details 
accompanying them and add context 
and meaning to the enjoyment of each 
breathtaking dish.

The food was totally ravishing, accomplished, 
beautifully and creatively presented, 
producing an intensity of taste that exactly 
reflected the descriptions of each delectable 
course. Every dish was a masterpiece, an 
individual experience of complete and utter 
delight. Prepared and served by Tom, his 
fellow waiters and chefs take the time to chat 
to guests, describing the glorious dishes and 
ingredients as they present them.

Forever picking – snacks inspired by the 
seasons: A venison tartar which literally 
melted in one’s mouth.
Just Down the Road – ricotta cheese served 
with burnt leek purée, leek crisps, winter 
truffles and honey jelly.
Conquering the Beech Tree – grilled 
langoustine, reduced pig’s trotter jus, 
wrapped in a wafer of lardo di colonnata and 
puréed apple. Utterly scrumptuous.
The Love Affair Continues – turbot, duck 
confit and pomme purée. Ravishingly tasty.

Wait and See – This was a creamy creation 
on cornflakes. Completely delicious.
Even the bread was outstanding, using flour 
ground in-house, flavoured with treacle and 
stout and served warm.

The evening was brilliantly memorable and 
several days after our feast, we are still 
feeling exhilarated by the experience. Having 
travelled the world extensively and eaten 
at the very best restaurants, it was indeed 
an absolute joy to discover the outstanding 
culinary delights of Muse right here in 
Belgravia. Simply wonderful.  n

Muse – 020 3301 2903

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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Telephone Box 
Buckingham Palace Road

You may recall that we reported some months 
ago that there had been an application to put 
a telephone box in Buckingham Palace Road. 
WCC had objected, as we did. These modern 
telephone boxes are unnecessary and are an 
excuse for advertising space at low cost. The 
Applicants appealed. 

Inspector considered the matter and noted 
that the telephone box plans included an 
area designed for commercial display. The 
box was not therefore for exclusive electronic 
communication and so he dismissed the 
appeal. So we are spared unnecessary street 
furniture.

Cleveland Clinic 

We have an update from Cleveland Clinic with 
a lot of information as to how the work is 
progressing and what will be available there.

The Cleveland Clinic will comprise a 
neurology suite with rehabilitation facilities, 
eight operating theatres, an imaging centre 
incorporating the latest MRI and catscan 
equipment, pharmacy and laboratories to 
support the day case rooms and 184 patient 
rooms. 

The construction team have now completed 
the new concrete superstructure. Pipework 
and duct work are also underway. Permanent 
glazing has been partially installed. 
Scaffolding to enable the restoration and 
cleaning of the façade has been erected and 
on Wilton Street the new façade stonework 
has commenced. The retained façades 
are being cleaned. The installation of stone 
cladding along the Chester Mews elevation is 
ongoing. Essential sewage works have also 
been completed on Chester Mews and the 
new mains gas connection works has started. 

Inside the building, construction activities 
have commenced across all floors. Partition 
walls are being installed. On the upper levels 
much of the mechanical ventilation, pipework, 
sprinkler pipework and electrical installation 
is well underway. Six lifts have been installed 
with a further four in progress. First fix medical 
items have also started to be installed in the 
theatres. 

The site entrance has been moved onto 
Grosvenor Place.  

Planning Updates

Planning Advice
If you get a notice of a planning 

application near you and you want 
advice, telephone our dedicated 

helpline: 07578 969509

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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Ebury Bridge Estate Development

As you know, this is Westminster City Council 
Estate which they are redeveloping. We have 
reported on it before. On 5th March WCC 
arranged a Consultation and information 
meeting to inform and discuss the 
development. They have also held a public 
meeting as well as seeking representations. 
227 people visited the exhibition and they 
received 485 representations. 

It is expected that there will be 738 new 
residential units. WCC have been advised 
by a city designer to consider impact of the 
new townscape. There will be about 40-60% 
affordable and social housing. 27% will be 
family size housing and 90% will be dual 
aspect. The rest will be about 20% market 
rent units and 10% sold at market prices.

The development will incorporate retail shops. 
There will be no difference between the forms 
of housing, the units will be mixed together – 
no separate entrances or anything like that. 
198 tenants who presently live on the estate 
are being guaranteed the right of return to be 
rehoused in the estate.

It is expected that a planning Application 
will be made in June. There will be further 
meetings with local people. The building will 
be in three phases. They are scheduled for 
2023, 2025 and 2027. That allows two years 
for the completion of each phase which 
means the development work will continue to 
2029 – nine years.

We were very impressed with what we saw. 
However, we have reservations about the 
height of the buildings and how they will really 
impact on the townscape. We have asked for 
the heights in actual measurement (metres 
or feet) twice. To date they have not been 
received. The developers show plans with the 
number of floors but they seem very coy if 
not secretive about giving actual height. The 
number of floors is misleading, because they 
hugely vary. Ten floors built 30-40 years ago 
will be considerably lower that the ten floors 
of today.

We will report as information comes to hand.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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Do not forget our Planning telephone 
helpline, there to guide you if you receive 
a Notice of a Planning Application relating 
to a property near you. 
Have the Planning Application number 
ready so we can easily check the 
application. 
If you are a member of The Belgravia 
Society, then we can offer a service to 
forward to you all notices of planning 
applications we receive from Westminster 
City Council relating to Belgravia. 
If you would like to receive them, please 
send us an email requesting this service.

The Belgravia Society 
Planning helpline

Helpline tel no:  07578 969 509
Email: info@belgraviasociety.uk

Wanted!
Writers

Historians
Story tellers

Do you enjoy writing?
We would be delighted to 

receive articles and short stories 
about Belgravia/our neighbours/

London and beyond – all 
voluntary, of course.

Discuss your ideas with us – 
info@belgraviasociety.uk

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
mailto:info%40thebelgraviasociety.org?subject=
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Building Site 
Closures
Some sites have now been 

voluntarily closed. These are 33-
39 Knightsbridge, 55 Knightsbridge, 
Peninsula and Chelsea Barracks  
and we are expecting more. 

Indeed, by the time you read this 
Magazine the Government may  
have ordered all building sites to  
be closed.  n

Waterspout in 
Belgrave Square
This was seen in Belgrave Square 

– not where one might expect to 
see it at 3.30 in the afternoon on a 
Monday in Belgravia. It is difficult to 
say the height it reached, but if you 
look carefully you can see a small 
man in the background. The photo 
was taken by one of our members.

An hour later, residents found they 
had no water supply in parts of 
Belgravia, Pimlico and Westminster. 
On telephoning Thames Water we 
were told it was the result of gas 
workmen having damaged a water 
pipe while carrying out work. We were 
not told where. Could it have been a 
coincidence? Or was it our water you 
can see?

Water was restored to residents in  
the early hours of Tuesday morning – 
to our great relief!  n

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org


Councillors’ Surgeries and Contact Details 

Knightsbridge & Belgravia Ward 
Cllr Rachel Robathan (Con) leader@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Tony Devenish (Con) tony.devenish@london.gov.uk 
Cllr Elizabeth Hitchcock (Con) ehitchcock@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for all  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only for the time being. Please telephone 020 7641 3411.

Warwick Ward
Cllr Christabel Flight (Con) cflight@westminster.gov.uk 
Cllr Nickie Aiken (Con) nickie.aiken.mp@parliament.uk
Cllr Jacqui Wilkinson (Con) jwilkinson@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no for Cllr Aiken  020 7641 3255 
Tel no for Cllrs Flight and Wilkinson  020 7641 3411

Surgeries by telephone only until further notice. For the time being, please use telephone 
number 020 7641 5377 (also mentioned on page 23).

Churchill Ward
Cllr Murad Gassanly (Con)  mgassanly@westminster.gov.uk 
Tel no 020 7641 5377

If you require help and/or support with a problem, email Councillor Gassanly or call at the 
above telephone number. Councillor Gassanly’s monthly drop-in advice surgeries (City of 
Westminster Housing South Area Advice Centre, 137 Lupus Street, London SW1V 3HE) are 
currently on hold. Call or email for information. 

Cllr Andrea Mann (Lab) amann@westminster.gov.uk
Cllr Shamim Talukder (Lab) stalukder@westminster.gov.uk
Tel no 020 7641 4299

Surgeries, usually held on the second Thursday of the month, 7-8pm, are currently on hold. 
Please call or email for updates.

Postal address for all Councillors:  Westminster City Hall 
  64 Victoria Street, London SW1E 6QP 
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Registered Charity No: 1168619
An amenity society recognised by the City of Westminster

Membership Application
Membership is open to residents and non-residents and is free

Name  ................................................................................................................. email  ..........................................................................

Second name (if any)  ......................................................................................... email  ..........................................................................

Address ......................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: Home ............................................................................................... Work  ..........................................................................

Mobile ................................................................................................................. Date  ...........................................................................

By signing this Application I CONSENT and AGREE to The Belgravia Society  
sending emails to me until I unsubscribe or resign from the Society.

Signature(s):  ............................................................................................................................................

  Please let us know if you have any special interests, concerns or queries:
 

 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE PERSON WHO GAVE IT TO YOU OR EMAIL TO:  
info@belgraviasociety.uk  

OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present and future 

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts made:
    
£ Today £ In the past 4 years £ In the future
 
 

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of 
tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes 
such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 28p of tax on every £1 that I gave up to 5 April 2020 and will reclaim 25p of 
tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2020.

SIGNATURE(s)  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

PRINT NAME  .............................................................................................................................. Date  ............................................................................................

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:
£ Want to cancel this declaration   £ Change your name or home address   £ No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on 
your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION FORM TO THE SHOP WHERE YOU PICKED IT UP OR EMAIL TO: info@belgraviasociety.uk  
OR POST TO: 63 BELGRAVIA COURT 33 EBURY STREET LONDON SW1W 0NY

mailto:info%40belgraviasociety.org?subject=
mailto:%20info%40belgraviasociety.org%20?subject=
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News of your  
Local Councillors

Your local councillors are very much involved in  
the usual local work but also heavily involved with 
challenges of the COVID-19 virus crisis. 

We are told that, for obvious reasons, all surgeries are  
now by telephone and/or email. The contact information 
on page 20 gives the emails and/or telephone numbers. 

Warwick Ward Councillors can be contacted via WCC: 
Marian on 020 7641 5377.

Nickie Aiken’s telephone contact is 020 7219 4553.

http://www.thebelgraviasociety.org
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